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o.d.0 NMIAUMMMATIEWERINAELLELSaTiUsEaUAY (Search and Rescue
30 SAR) MNEALI NFTIUTINAELT M Tkazia3essiuenudsaInae 9 Wiediunnsli
AuTemdsuAyARaLaznsnd Ui dmnogludunseanonas a3 eistausy
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Organization %39 ICAQ) AUIYAIININ psRmsaaduitenssadoutatfu dmduianssunisiu
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(International Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue Manual %38 IAMSAR Manual)
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(National Search and Rescue Committee %38 NSC) #13116A71131 AEYAAR QLquMﬁiﬂﬁLﬁaﬁaﬂ
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o.&.ab WAMIAWMIAzTIBWEINATIULAzSaTIUszaUSE (Search and Rescue
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ANNEX 12
to the Convention on
International Civil Aviation

Search and Rescue

Search and rescue services are organized to respond to persons apparently in distress and in need of help. Prompted
by the need to rapidly locate and rescue survivors of aircraft accidents, a set of internationally agreed Standards and
Recommended Practices has been incorporated in [CAO's Annex 12 - Search and Rescue (SAR).

The Annex. which i1s complemented by a three-pant Search and Rescue Manual dealing with SAR organization,
management and procedures, sets forth the provisions for the establishment, maintenance and operation ot search and
rescue services by ICAO Contracting States in their terntories and over the high seas. Proposals for Annex 12 were
origmally made in 1946. By 1951, the proposals had been reviewed and revised to meet international civil aviation
requirements, and were embodied as Standards and Recommended Practices in the first edition of Annex 12.

Containing five chapters. the Annex details the orgamization and cooperative principles appropriate to effective SAR
operations, outhnes required necessary preparatory measures and sets forth proper operating procedures for SAR
services in actual emergencies.

One of the first aspects addressed in the organizational chapter 1s the requirement for States to provide SAR services
within their terrtories and over those portions of the high seas or areas of undetermined sovereignty as determined in
regional air navigation agreements and approved by the Council of ICAO. This chapter also deals with the establishment
of mobile SAR units, the means of communication for these units and the designation of other elements of public or
private services sutable for search and rescue activaty.

Provisions concemning equipment requirements of rescue units reflect the need to give adequate assistance at the scene
of accidents, due regard being given to the number of passengers involved.

Cooperation between the SAR services of neighbouring States 1s essential to the efficient conduct of SAR operations.
This important aspect 1s covered in depth in Chapter 3. which requires ICAO Contracting States to publish and
dissenunate all information needed for the expeditious entry into their territories of rescue units of other States. Itis also
recommended that persons qualified in the conduct of aircraft accident investigation accompany rescue units in order
to facilitate accident investugation.

Chapter 4. which deals with preparatory measures. sets forth the requirements for collation and publication of
information needed by SAR services. It specifies that detailed plans of operation must be prepared for the conduct of

SAR operations and indicates the necessary information for inclusion in the plans.

Preparatory measures required to be undertaken by rescue units, training requirements and removal of awrcraft wreckage
are also covered. A search and rescue operation 1s a dynamic activity requiring umiformly comprehensive operating
procedures that are sufficiently flexible to meet extraordinary needs. Beginning with the requirement to identify and
categorize the emergency situation, Chapter 5 details action to be taken for each category of event.

Three distinct phases categorize emergency situations. The first is the "Uncertainty Phase™ which is commonly declared
when radio contact has been lost with an atrcraft and cannot be re-established or when an aircraft fails to arrive atits
destination. During this phase the Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC) concerned may be activated. The RCC collects
and evaluates reports and data pertamning to the subject arrcraft.

Depending on the situation, the uncertainty phase may develop into an "Alert Phase™. at which time the RCC alerts
approprate SAR units and initiates further action.

[cd



The "Distress Phase™ 1s declared when there is reasonable certainty that an arrcraft 1s in distress. In this phase, the RCC
1s responsible for taking action to assist the aircratt and to determune its location as rapidly as possible. In comphiance
with a predetermuned set of procedures, the atrcraft operator, State of Registry, air traffic services units concerned.
adjacent RCCs and appropriate accident investigation authorities are informed: a plan for the conduct of the search and
rescue operation is drawn up and its execution s coordinated.

Procedures are detailed in Chapter 5 for SAR operations involving two or more RCCs, for authorities in the field and
for termunating or suspending SAR operations. Other procedures deal with actions to be taken at the scene ofan accident
and by a pilot-in-command intercepting a distress transmussion.

An Appendix to the Annex provides three sets of signals. the first of which are signals for use by aircratt and surface
craft durning the conduct of a SAR operation. The second and third sets consist of ground-to-air visual signals for use
by survivor and ground rescue units.
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Regulation V/33 of the International Convention

for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended

Distress situations: obligations and procedures

1 The master of a ship a sea which is in a position © be able to provide assistance, on receiving
information from any source that persons are in distress at sea, is bound to proceed with all speed to
their assistance, if possble inoming them or the search and rescue service that the ship is doing so. This
obligation to provide assistance applies regardless of the nationality or status of such persons or the
circumstances in which they are found. If the ship receiving the distress alert is unable or, in the special
circumstances of the case, considers it unreasonable or unnecessary to proceed to their assistance, the
master must enter in the log-book the reason for failing to proceed to the assistance of the persons in
distress, taking into account the recommendation of the Organization to inform the appropriate search
and rescue service accordingly.

11 Contracting Governments shall coordinate and cooperate to ensure that masters of ships
providing assistance by embarking persons in distress at sea are released from their obligations with
minimum further deviation from the ships’ intended voyage, provided that releasing the master of the
ship from the obligations under the current regulation does not further endanger the safety of life at sea.
The Contracting Government responsible for the search and rescue region in which such assistance is
rendered shall exercise primary responsibility for ensuring such coordination and cooperation occurs, S0
that sunvors assisted are disembarked flom the assisting ship and delivered to a place of safety, taking into
account the particular circumstances of the case and guidelines developed by the Organization. In
these cases the relevant Contracting Governments shall arrange for such disembarkation to be effected as
soon as reasonably practicable.

2 The master of a ship in distress or the search and rescue service concerned, after
consultation, so far as may be possible, with the masters of ships which answer the distress
alert, has the right to requisition one or more of those ships as the master of the ship in distress
or the search and rescue service considers best able to render assistance, and it shall be the
duty of the master or masters of the ship or ships requisitioned to comply with the requisition by
continuing to proceed with all speed to the assistance of persons in distress.

3 Masters of ships shall be released from the obligation imposed by paragraph 1 on
learning that their ships have not been requisitioned and that one or more other ships have been
requisitioned and are complying with the requisition. This decision shall, if possible, be
communicated to the other requisitioned ships and to the search and rescue service.

4 The master of a ship shall be released from the obligation imposed by paragraph 1 and, if
his ship has been requisitioned, from the obligation imposed by paragraph 2 on being informed
by the persons in distress or by the search and rescue service or by the master of another ship
which has reached such persons that assistance is no longer necessary.

5 The provisions of this regulation do not prejudice the Convention for the Unification of
Certain Rules of Law Relating to Assistance and Salvage at Sea, signed at Brussels on 23 September
1910, particularly the obligation to render assistance imposed by article 11 of that Convention.

6 Masters of ships who have embarked persons in distress at sea shall treat them with
humanity, within the capabilities and limitations of the ship.
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