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For use by Ships, Aircraft or Persons in Distress when communicating with Rescue Units
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1. Landing signals for the guidance of small boats with crews or persons in
distress
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2. Signals to be employed in connection with the use of shore lifesaving apparatus
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In general: affirmative
Specifically: rocket
line is held — tail
block is made fas

— hawser is made
fast — man is in the
breeches buoy

— haul away
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3. Replies from life-saving stations or maritime rescue unites to distress signals made
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White star rocket consisting of
3 single signals which are fired
at intervals of approximately
one minute

or combined ight and sound
signal (thunder-light)
consisting of 3 single signals
which are fired at intervals
of approximately one minute
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You are seen -
assistance will be
given as soon as
possible

(Repetition of such
signal shall have the
same meaning)
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If necessary, the day signals may be given at night or the night signals by day
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4. Air-to-Surface visual signals
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Signals used by aircraft engaged in search and rescue operations to direct ships towards an aircraft, ship or person

in distress
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PROCEDURES PERFORMED IN SEQUENCE BY AN AIRCRAFT
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The aircraft is directing a vessel towards
an aircraft or vessel in distress

(Repetition of such signals shall have the
same meaning)
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4 CROSS the vessel's wake closc ASTERN at low altitude while ROCKING the wings. (See Note)
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NOTE - Opening and closing the throttle or changing the propeller pitch may also be practiced as an alternative means
of attracting attention to that of rocking the wings. However, this form of sound signal may be less effective than the
visual signal of rocking the wings owing to high noise level on board the vessel.
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The assistance of the vessel is no longer
required

(Repetition of such signals shall have the
same meaning)
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Signals used by a vessel in response to an aircraft engaged in search and rescue operations
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5. SURFACE-TO-AIR VISUAL SIGNALS

NTANA Y IUN NI NAIANULATNINOINA
Commumcatlon from surface craft or survivors to an aircraft
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Use International Code of Signals or plain
language by use of a torch, signalling lamps
or signal flags.
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Use the following surface-to-air visual
signals by displaying the appropriate
signal on the deck or on the ground.
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* ICAO annex 12 — Search and rescue
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Reply from an a:rcraﬁ‘ observing the above signals from surface craft or survivors
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6. SIGNALS TO SURVIVORS
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Procedures performed by an aircraft
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**The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS), as amended, in Regulation 29 of Chapter
V requires you to have access to the table above. The signals are described in the Aeronautical and Maritime Search
and Rescue (IAMSAR) Manual, (Section 2: Rendering Assistance, Volume lll.)
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