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THE DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION, MALAYSTA

Pursuant to the Standards and Recommended Practices

©of Annex 12 to the Convention on International Civil
Aviation and to the,ﬂsean Agreement For The Facilitatioﬁ
of Search For Aircraft In Distress And Rescue of Survivors
of Alfrcraft Accidents dated 14th. April, 19?2 and any
reservations made thereto, the Depa:tment of Civil
Aviation, Halaysia, and the Departmerit of Aviation,
Thailand, hereby agree td mutually assist each oethar,
as provided for in this Agreement, in the provision S
©of Search and Rescue (SAR}J servicés in their raspective
Search and Rescue Regions (SRRs).

This Operational Letter of Agreement sqﬁplemehts the
relevant ICAO documenté and shall be egually binding
on both parties concérned. Any a.mendment Giuiqﬁllé%nn%
Agreement shall be made only with the co%currence

both parties concerned.

SCOPE OF AGREEMENT

A¥nog

_Both Departments hereby agree that their xespectiva
Rescue Co-ordination Centres (RCCs) shall:

i 5 Bfompt&y'exchaﬁQe SK& information concerning a
distress situation or a potcntial distress
situation. "
Assist each other, to the extent possible, in
¢onducting SAR Operations in thedir respective
SRRs. ’

.I Take apprbpriate measurea.féf the éntfy of SAR

h Units into each other's SRR and for the use of

' facilities in each other's SRR while engaged 1n

.a _SAR mission.

'
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iv)

v) Conduct SAR commuriications test exercLSES.ﬁﬁthq
each other at least once a month to ensiire the
efficiency and effectiveness of the SAR organisah
tion. .

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR THE RCCs

The following procedures are agreed upon: ° i q.:

INITIATION FOR SAR ACTION

While the responsibility for declaring an emerdgency ]
phase and Lp;tiating local action rests with ATS Units}b f
the responsibility for initiating subsequent sna'action'"
rests with the RECs. The approgriate RCC responsible :
for initiatinq SAR acﬁion shail be determined as ioliowa
a) When the airc:aft”s-position is khdwn, actibn 2
shall be initiated by the RCC in whose SRR the _ . .
aircraft is located.

b) When the aircraft's positidn is not known, SAR - =
action shall be initiated by:— £

i) The RCC First becoming aware of an aircraft
needing assistance. 2

15X The RCC in whosé areda of responsibfiity
the aircraft was operating when the last -
radio contact wds made. :

1i1) The RCC in whose area of responsibility . .
the aircraft was proceedlng to If the :
last radio contact was made on the

cormmon SRR boundary«




is transferred to the other RCC when circumstances
dictate.

Before a transfer of responsibility for the Dvérgxifm“
SAR operations ‘takes place, either from subseguent
establishment of an aircraft's position or movement, :
or because an RCC other  than the one initiatinq;thE'-
action is more favourably placed to assume contrpl

" of the mission by reason of better communicationy -
proximity to the seatch area, more rgadify availgble'
facilities or any other reasons, the fbllbwing p}oca—f

. dures shall be. adopted:i- AR Sa ; Gt

8}

i) direct discussions, wherever ﬁoséibie, sﬁail:
take place between the Search and Reséue_nlssioh;.
Co-ordinators (SMCs) concerned to determine the'
course of actioa. T

it) If it is decided that a trafisfer of reéponsibi—
lity is appropriate for the whole mission or part
thereof, full details of the SAR mission. shall

be exchanged.
i1i)  The initiating RCC shall contihue to retain res= .

ponsibility until the acuepting RCC formally
assumes control for the mission.

ENTRY PROCEDURES FOR SAR UNITS INTO ADJACENT SRR

Ap— H, P

When it becomes necessary for an RCC to éeploy SAR
Units into the area of responsibility of another RCC,
the SMC of the RCC initiating the SAR action shall .
immediately deploy SAR Units for the mission. i ‘1i
Simultaneously, hé shall send an Aeronautical leed ;
Telecommunication Network (AFTN) message to the other
RCC informing of the entry of the SAR Units into the.
! SRR of the other State with thé following 1n£ormation:;_‘:’

Notification of the SAR Oéerationa
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b) Details of the distressed aircraft such as:

“4) Identification and type.
ii) Last known position.
iii) Point of departure, route and deatination.
iv) ' Total persons on board.
v) Radio frequencies in use.
vi) Nature of emergency and other details.

>y SAR area of operatioris.

d) Number, identity and types of SAR aircraft/
vessels deployed. :

If the AFTN circuits are deemed to ﬁé inadequate, the
information detailed in para 3.3.1 above shall be
forwarded by any of the following means:

a) Inter-centre ATS speech circuits.
b) Air-ground-air HF frequencies.
c) Public services.

The SMC at the counterpart RCC shall, on receipt of
the above message, immediately send an acknowledgement
to the initiating RCC and indicate the conditions, if
any, under which the projected mission is to be under-
taken. He shall also render all possible assistance
to enable the SAR\mission to be carriéd'ouﬁ'succéssfully.

FROHULGATION OF SEARCH AREA(S) BY NOTAM

Once the area of probability has been determined ‘the
RCC initiating the SAR action shall, in co-ordihatxon
with the counterpart RCC, arrange for the issuance of
a joint NOTAM Class One to promulgate the searcq area(s).

LIAISON DURING A SAR MISSION

During the course of.a SAR mission, the Rcc‘s concerned
shall maintain close liaison in order to enSure the
smooth and successful execution of the SAR mission.



The RCC in charge of the mission shall periodically
keep the other RCC informed of the number of SAR.Units

engaged in the SAR mission, areas to be searched, actiong ;

taken to date and the degision to suspend or terminate
the SAR mission. ‘ ; :

ENTRY INTO AND USE OF FACILITIES BY SAR UNITS OF STATES - ;

A State shall recognise the vested interests’ of the
other State whose aircraft is the subject of SAR opera—
tionis and shall permit without delay the entry of SAR
units of that State into its SRR for the purposes of
rendering SAR assistance.

SAR Units assigned by another State to the RCC in
control of a SAR mission, shall be placed under the
charge of that RCC for the period of their asaignment,

The RCC of the State requesting for assistance or for
the use of suitable facilities of another State, shall g
provide all pertinent details on kthe scope of the U/

assistance/facilities required. The requesting RCC ?Ngklg§L%

gp/}w

shall provide full briefing, directly Wireatlm wmm;l,r U‘P

to the SAR Units that have been made va ﬁrﬂin
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scope of the mission before the units entel

of the reguesting RCC. If it is deemed necessary for
SAR Units of a State to land at an airfield and/oxr

to make use of the facilities of the requestimg State
in the course of performing an assigned SAR task, the
RCCs concerned shall make all necessary arrangements
to facilitate the above. o,

SAR_GPE__TIONAL EXPENSES

Each State shall be responsible for the expenses incurzed
by its own SAR Units deployed during a SAR miasion.
Aircraft engaged in a SAR mission shall be exempted

from Goverhment levied aviation charges.

REQOVERY OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

The recovery of re-usable supplies and survival equipmént:’”
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shall be arranged between the respective RCCs. ﬁéco@et;
ed items shall be returned to their owner unless othex
arrangements for their disposal are agreed to in specific'

"

instances.

‘TENURE

This. Agreement becomes effective upon the date the sig-—
natures of the authorised representatives of both parties
coticerried have been affixed, and will remain valid uhless
modified by mutual agreement. This agreemént may be

terminated at any time by fiutual consent or by either’
party upen giving 90 daysnotice in writing.
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For the Department of

For the Departinent of
Civil Aviation, Malaysias

Aviation, Thailand.

DLnxﬁn:GaukaLof(ﬂyilawhnﬂnn
Malaysia.




