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Whereas the governments of the Republic of Singapore and
the Kingdom of Thailand, being members of the Association of South
East Asian Nations, have ratified the ,,Agreemenc for t.he

Facilitation of Search for AircrafE in Distress and Rescue of
Survivors of Aircraft A"jiderrts,, (hereinaf.ter referred to as the
ASEAN SAR AgreemenE )

And whereas the Republic of Singapore and the Kingdorn of
Thailand are also contracEing parties Eo the convention on
International CiviI Aviation (hereinafter referred to as The

Co nven t ion )

THE AERONAUTI CAI AUTHORITIES OF THE REPUBLIC OF
AND

SINGAPORE

TI1E AERONAUTI CAI AUTHO RITIES_oF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND

r^trereas it would be desirable !o sec ouE che

procedures to facilitate the implementation of the

of Ehe ASEAN SAR Agreement and Annex 12 to The

NoW IT IS HEREBY agreed between Ehe AeronauEical

of the Republic of Singapore and Kingdom of Thailand

And

operational

prov is ions

Convention.

Auchorities

follows: .

 S

The respec Eive authorities shaLl

(1) provide mutual assistance in the conduct of search and

rescue (SAR) operations q,ilhin each otherrs Search and

Rescue Region (SRR), and

SEARCH AND RESCUE AGREEMENT
BETI.IEEN
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(2) approve entry of SAR aircraft/vessel/personnel of one

State into the SRR of the other SEate for the purpose

of conducting SAR operations or rendering SAR

assis tance.

This Agreement supplements ICAO and other relevant

documenEs and shall be equally binding on Ehe Singapore and Bangkok

RCCs, Permanent revisions to this AgreernenE shall only be made

with the concurrence of boEh parties,

C
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4 INITIATION OF SAR ACTION

I,lhile the responsibitity of declaring an emergency phase

commenciog local acEion rests with Air Traffic Services units,

responsibility for initiaciog subsequent SAR actions shalL resc

the RCC concerned, determined by the following circumsEances:-

,n:
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2 OBJECTIVE

C

The objective of this Agreemenr is to define SAR co_

ordi.naEion procedures, as detailed be1ow, between the Rescue

Coordination Centres (RCC) of Singapore and Bangkok in the

facilitation of search and rescue assisEance to aircraft in

disEress and survlvors of aircraft accidents wiEhin the commoo

boundary and,/or respec tive SRR.

SCOPE



3

(a) when an aircraft's position is known,

area of responsibility the aircrafE is

(b) When rhe aircraft,s position

shal l be iniriated by:

ts unknown, SAR ac tion

the RCC in whose

located.

(i) the firsE RCC becoming aware rhat Ehe aircraft
is in need of assistance, or

(ii) the RCC in whose area of responsibilicy the

aircrafE was operating rrhen the last radio

conLact was made, or

(iii) rhe RCC into whose areas of responsibility rh.e

aircraft was passing if the last radio concact

was made on the common SRR boundary.

DETERMINATION OF THE RCC RESPONSIBLE FOR CONDUCTING
THE SAR OPERATIONS

After SAR action has been initiared, it nay be established

that the search area overlaps inEo the area of.responsibility of

the other RCC. In this evenc, the RCC initiating the search action

shall remain in charge until the other RCC responsible for the area

5

ts ready to take over responsibility to continue SAR operations.
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6 PROCEDURES /TO BE ADOPTED BY THE RCC INITIATING SAR ACTION

(a) notification of.the SAR operation,

(b) details of aircraft requiring SAR assistance such as:

(i) identification and type;

(ii) last reporEed position;

(iii) point of departure, route and desEination;

(iv) total numb er of persons on board;

(v) radio frequencies in use; and

(vi) any other relevant details.

C
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When it is necessary for ooe RCC to deploy SAR.

aircraft/vessel into the area of responsibiliey of the other RCC,

the search mission co-ordinator (SMC) of Ehe RCC initiating SAR

acLion shall inrnediately deploy the SAR aircraft/vessel on search

and rescue operaLions. He sball then send an AFTN message Eo the

oEher RCC forwarding a requesE for an approval for entry of SAR-

aircrafE/vessel/personneL into the SRR across the national boundary

of Ehe other State with the following inforrnation:-
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(c) area of operatious; and

If Ehe AFTN circuits are deemed to be inadequaEe Ehe

information as detaiLed above shall be passed by any of the

fo I lowing means:

(b) air - ground - air HF frequencies; or

(c) public services-

7 ACTION BY COI]NTE RPART RCC

The SMC at the counterparr RCC shatl, on receipE of the

dessage as specified in para 6, send an acknowledgement and render

all possible assiscance rc enable the SAR operaiion to be carried

out successfully. Arr.angements musE be made to ensure entry

lrithouE delay into any area, other than prohibited area, on a

temporary basis of qualified personnel and material required for
search and rescue.

8 PROMULGATION OF SEARCH AREA(S) BY NOTAM

Once the area of probability has been worked ouE, the RCC

initiating the SAR action shalI, in co-ordination r,rith che

counterparE RCC, arrange for the issuance of joint Class One NOTAM

Eo proEulgate the search area(s)
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(d) number and types of SAR aircraft/vessel deployed;

(a) inter-cenEre ATS direct speech circuit;
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9 ARRANGEMENTS FOR ASS ISTANCE

such oEher facilities as requested
operations being undertaken with E

speedy relief Eo occupants of any
netlgelt,lf.

sur.Ea
he obj ec E of bringing
aircraft i rres pec t ive

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

When so requested by an RCC, the RCC to which Ehe requesris addressed, shal1, when circuustances penirit, make
available to the requesring RCC ohe or rl;re aiicrafr of

e of -

ot

The RCC requested shall, when circumsEances permit, assign

as soon as possibLe one or more search and rescue aircraft

to the requesting RCC for designated periods and will

advise the requesting RCC accordingly.

Wherever possible Ehe requestng RCC, on being advised of

availabLe aircraft, will allocaLe an en ioute search area

and advise the despatching RCC of briefing instructious for

the operbrions.

On despatch of search aircraft the requesting RCC will be

advised of Ehe reLevant particulars of the aircraft, and

will be responsible for providing suitable inst.ructions to

the aircraft before it enters Lhe SRR of the requesting

RCC.
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The requesting RCC, when making a request for aid or for

use of facilities, shalt .provide aI1 pertinent facts on the

scope of the assistande required.
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(f) Upon conpletion of the search mission the aircrafE may be

required to land'aE t'h e base assigned by the requesting RCC

for debriefing purposes or, if need be, Co prepare for
fur ther operations.

(e) During the periods of allocation of an aircraftr the pilot
in conrnand will place himself and his crew and aircraft a!
the disposal of the requesting RCC subject only to

considerations relating to Ehe safety of his aircraft and

personneL.

l0 ENTRY INTO AND USE OF FACILITI ES IN OTIiER STATE

Entry of SAR aircraft,/vessel/personnel into the SRR area of
the other State for Ehe purpose of rendering SAR assistance

sha11 be recognised provided that prior noEification and

approval by the quickest possible means have been conveyed

to. the appropr iate authorities.

(a)

(b)
. J ! n->. /.J

when iE has requesred ,"r,1[It.*'ilH; ::-:)rIii:5e
hi'\r, fFTu''i<t-ir<?I-r. /3 /"\

arrangemeots to facilitate the enrry of SAR aircraft of the

other Stafe and will nctify the authorities concerned thaE

the RCC despacching the aircraft.

s uc h e n t r&fi, 
iLlxi^i*i,ifl, f,ffi u 4l#,.mU,Jl; T.. * ., \ t t /o . : .restrictions en rouEe or enEry poinds wili be advised ,"Iti \ VO<1"-r-.r.,, i ,.,q

f$q .rre..r.| n
lec '{,ffir,
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(c) htren so required by an RCC, the RCC receiving the request

will make suilable arrangements for aircraft to ,rse sr'lch

bases in iEs SRR as may be necessary for a parLicular SAR

operation Eogether with necessary refuelling, servicing and

other facilities required.

The authority responsible for search and rescue io the

State requesting assistance will defray the cost of the

fol l owing services:

(i) Utilization of designated aerodromes and their

equiprnent',

(ii) Fue11ing, servicing and handling; and

(iii) Accommodation, transportation and provisioning for

ctew memb ers.

In view of the requirement to obtain immediate clearance to

cross the oational boundary and the inpracticabilicy of

using Ehe normal diplornatic channels, request and conveying

such clearance may be arranged through the respective RCC.

(d)

(e)

,i.
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The SAR aircraft deployed by RCC iniriaring SAR acEion

shall be instructed to inaintaia corrounications rriEh that RCC in
charge of the SAR operations.

The RCC in charge of

keep the other RCC informed

Ehe SAR mission, areas to be

lerrninalion or s us pens ioo of

the SAR operations shall periodically

as Eo the number of aircraff engaged in

searched, aclioos so far taken and

SAR operations.

TENURE

There shal I

for the purpose of

arrangemen t .

Th is

s.tgnature and

either par ty

be mutual consultation betL,een !he ir./o parties

securing the successful irnplementation of this

arrangemenE will becorne effective from the

wiIl remain effective until 90 days after

to the other of its desire to terminaLe.

date of

no E ice of
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LIM HOrR-54'N

D IRECTOR-GENERAI
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

S INGAPORE

DR CHITTI WACHARASINDHU
DIRECTOR-GE NERTT

DEPARTT'IENT OF AVIATION
THAILAND

:

1l GENERAL PROVI S IONS
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